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Annual  Report  of  the 

C HAILEY  RURAL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

TO  THE 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, — My  annual  report  for  the  past  year  ending 
December  Slst,  whiob  1 now  forward  to  you,  will  show 
that  a larger  proportion  than  usual  of  the  principal 
zymotic  diseases  nave  occurred,  yet  it  is  satisfactory  to 
find  that  only  three  deaths  (the  same  number  as  regis- 
tered in  the  previous  year)  resulted  from  these  causes ; 
it  will  also  be  seen  that,  whereas  the  death  rate  for  the 
year  1895  was  the  highest  on  record,  that  for  1896  is  the 
lowest,  viz.,  11  per  1,000  of  the  population,  1 find  that  in 
1887  109  deaths  occurred,  as  compared  with  103  for  the 
past  year,  this  showing  that  fewer  deaths  by  six  were 
registered  than  in  any  correspoading  period  daring  the 
past  nine  years.  On  referring  to  the  tabulated  deaths  at 
various  ages,  it  is  satisfactory  to  see  a great  redaction  in 
the  number  of  those  occurring  in  infancy  (under  the  age 
of  one  year),  it  being  19  only  ; that  for  the  previous  year 
being  31. 

It  will  be  seen,  too,  that  the  deaths  in  the  county 
asylum  were  fewer  by  21  than  those  in  the  preceding 
twelve  months.  The  number  of  births  registered  was 
224 ; eleven  less  than  that  for  1895,-making  the  birth  rate 
24  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  27 
certificates  were  forwarded  to  me,  this  being  a trifle  over 
the  average  number.  Of  these  19  were  scarlet  fever,  flve 
diphtheria,  and  three  typhoid  fever.  Of  the  19  scarlet 
fever  oases,  five  occurred  in  Chailey,  seven  in  Barcombe, 
one  in  Newick,  two  in  Bingmer,  and  four  in  Hamsey. 
The  five  Chailey  cases  all  happened  amongst  the  school 
pupils,  arising,  no  doubt,  from  one  o:  the  children  at- 
tending school  whilst  going  through  so  mild  an  attack  of 
the  disease  that  it  was  not  recognised  till  peeling  was 
observed  to  be  taking  place.  The  seven  cases  in  Bar- 
combe were  limited  to  two  families,  and  were  all  of  a 
mild  character,  with  the  exception  of  one  case  occurring 
in  the  village;  this  commenced  with  malignant  sore 
throat  and  terminated  fatally.  The  other  oases  of  scarlet 
fever,  which  took  place  in  the  parishes  of  Hamsey,  King- 
mer,  and  Newick,  were  all  of  a mild  typo.  Of  the  five 
cases  of  diphtheria,  two  occurred  in  Wivelsfield,  one  in 
Bingmer,  and  one  in  Barcpmbe ; no  local  cause  could  be 
assigned  for  any  of  these  cases  except  the  one  at  Keut’s- 
cottages,  Wivelsfield.  In  this  instance  the  cause  was, 
without  doubt,  the  noxious  gases  from  the  cesspool 
situated  immediately  at  the  back  of  the  house,  and  which 
had  been  emptied  a few  days  before  the  child  sickened, 
the  neighbours  complaining  at  the  time  of  the  bad  stench 
arising  therefrom.  The  three  typhoid  oases,  which 
occurred  in  one  of  a row  of  six  cottages  at  South  Com- 
mon, Chailey,  appeared  to  arise  from  the  extremely  in- 
sanitary and  damp  condition  of  the  house,  together  with 
the  filthy  and  sodden  state  of  the  soil  near  and  about  the 
cottage.  That  very  infectious  and  troublesome  disease, 
measles,  though  not  included  in  the  list  of  notifiable 
maladies,  is  nevertheless  too  often  the  cause  of  much  in- 
convenience, resulting  frequently  in  serious  complications, 
particularly  amongst  children  of  the  poorer  classes,  from 
a want  of  proper  care  as  to  warmth,  clothing,  &c.,  daring 
the  early  convalescing  stage,  the  consequence  being  a 
high  rate  of  mortality  from  what,  as  a rule,  is  looked  upon 
as  a mild  and  harmless  disease. 

Daring  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the 
schools  of  Chailey,  Bingmer,  and  Hamsey,  in  consequence 
of  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever  and  measles. 

On  October  23rd  Superintendent  Stevens  notified  to 
me  that  a case  of  anthrax  had  occurred  on  a farm  n ar 
Ditchling  Common,  and  that  one  of  a herd  of  six  heifers 
had  suddenly  died  of  the  disease.  On  visiting  the  farm  I 
found  that  every  precaution  had  been  taken  to  check  the 
spread  of  this  terribly  contagious  malady  ; the  animals  had 
been  promptly  removed  fron  the  infected  field  and  closely 
watched  by  a veterinary  surgeon  for  some  days,  with  the 
result  that  no  other  case  occurred. 

I am  again  compelled  to  call  your  especial  attention  to 
the  condition  of  tbe  houses  at  the  north  part  of  Wivels- 
field  parish,  respecting  which  so  many  serious  complaints 
have  for  so  long  a time  been  made,  not  only  by  the 
inmates  of  the  cottages  themselves  but  by  tbe  neigh- 
bouring residents.  In  the  spring  of  last  year,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  application  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  sanction  the  adoption  of  the  van  system 
for  the  removal  of  sewage.  Colonel  J.  T.  Marsh,  an 
inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  held  an 
inquiry  on  the  subject  at  a meeting  of  the  parishioners  at 
the  Wivelsfield  Board  School,  and  afterwards  closely 
examined  into  the  condition  of  the  various  premises  in 
question,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  no  communica- 
tion, either  from  Colonel  Marsh  or  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  had  been  received  on  this  subject.  Some 
three  or  four  of  these  cottages  are  dangerously  unhealthy, 
and  if  their  present  surroundings  are  to  remain  as  they 
now  are  the  proper  course  would  be  to  condemn  them  as 
being  quite  unfit  for  habitation. 


The  arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  proposed 
scheme  for  draining  Newick  village  bad  not,  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  been  completed,  tbe  delay  being  caused 
by  the  untimely  death  of  tbe  tenant  of  Gold  Bridge 
Farm  before  any  final  settlement  as  to  the  quantity  of 
land  that  would  be  required  for  the  outfall  could  be 
arranged,  but  this  has  now  been  decided  and  the  neces- 
sary compact  between  the  owner  of  the  land  and  the 
Chailey  District  Council  duly  effected,  it  now  only  re- 
mains for  the  Local  Government  Board  to  sanction  the 
carrying  out  of  tbe  proposed  scheme.  The  urgent  need 
for  some  suitable  place  to  which  first  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  could  be  promptly  sent  has  again  been  experi- 
enced. In  two  instances,  that  of  Chailey  and  Bingmer, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  schools  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Schoolmaster’s  child,  in  each  case,  failing 
with  scarlet  fever ; this  need  not  have  happened  had 
there  been  an  isolation  hospital  to  which  the  children 
could  have  been  sent,  as  there  were  no  other  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  in  either  parish  at  that  time.  In  another 
case,  a child,  one  of  a large  family,  had  scarlet  fever  ; the 
father  of  the  child  was,  at  the  time,  in  regular  work  as 
cowman  at  a large  neighbouring  dairy,  which,  of  course, 
he  was  at  once  compelled  to  give  up  and  not  permitted 
to  resume  his  work  for  five  or  six  weeks ; this,  together 
with  the  risk  of  infecting  other  members  of  the  family, 
would  have  been  avoided  had  tbe  infected  child  been 
removed  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease. 

The  scarcity  of  water  consequent  on  the  continued 
drought  in  the  early  part  of  tbe  year  was  again  very 
severely  felt  in  many  parts  of  the  district.  Tbe  source  of 
water  supply  is  mostly  from  shallow  wells,  and  in  many 
cases  the  water  became  stagnant  in  consequence  of  so 
little  interchange  and  so,  for  the  time  being,  become  unfit 
for  use. 

Tour  Inspector  Mr.  Walls  reports  to  me  as  follows  : — 

“ At  your  request  I herewith  hand  to  you  a report  of 
matters  relating  to  sanitary  work  carried  out  daring  the 
year  ending  December  Slst,  1896. 

“ I find  by  referring  to  my  journal  that  certificates  were 
granted  by  the  district  council  for  the  occupation  of  11 
new  houses,  viz  , Barcombe,  one  ; Chailey,  two  ; Ditch- 
ling,  four  ; Bingmer,  two  ; Wivelsfield,  two.  Nuisances 
have  been  abated  in  the  parishes  of  Barcombe,  Chailey, 
Hamsey,  Newick,  Plumpton,  Bingmer,  and  Wivelsfield. 
26  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  to  you  by  me 
for  examination,  15  of  which  were  passed  by  you  as 
sufficiently  pure  for  drinking  purposes,  the  remaining  11 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  drinking.  In  addition,  three 
samples  were  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
at  the  request  of  the  inspector  who  held  an  inquiry  at 
Wivelsfield  in  May  last,  but  no  report  has  been  received 
by  me  as  to  the  result.  One  sample  was  forwarded  by  me 
to  Mr.  Moore,  the  county  analyst,  who  certified  the  same 
to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  bv  reason  of  ‘ excess  of 
salinity.’ 

“ I have  personally  disinfected  12  rooms  in  the  district 
by  fumigation,  including  one  sohool,  and  disinfectants 
have  been  supplied  in  any  cases  where  necessary. 

'*  The  cow  stalls  held  by  persons  registered  under  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order,”  are  in  a satisfactory  con- 
dition. 

” There  . are  13  bakehouses  within  the  district,  viz., 
Ditchling  two,  Chailey  two,  Plumpton  one,  Barcombe 
four,  Bingmer  two,  and  Newick  two,  all  of  which  are 
above  ground.” 

The  eleven  new  houses  mentioned  by  Mr.  Wells  as 
having  been  occupied  daring  the  past  year  are  mostly  of 
the  cottage  type  and  suited  for  the  occupation  of  the 
labouring  class,  and  from  a sanitary  point  of  view  it  is 
satisfactory  to  find  that  these  recently  built  bouses  show 
a marked  improvement  when  compared  with  those  of  an 
earlier  date.  Most  of  these,  tbe  older  houses,  are  brick 
built  and  present  a decent  outward  appearance,  but 
within  are  very  defective,  with  generally  hut  two  bed- 
rooms, the  outside  walls  are,  as  a rule,  but  four  inches  in 
thickness,  with  no  damp  course,  and  without  lath  and 
plaster  linings  ; consequently  in  the  winter  months  hoar 
frost  may  be  seen  glistening  on  tbe  bedroom  walls.  With 
such  sheltering  as  this  for  the  labouring  man  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  so  many  prematurely  crippled  by 
rheumatism  and  other  ailments  which  result  from  expo- 
sure to  a cold,  damp,  and  impure  atmosphere. 

I remain,  gentlemen,  your  ohedientjservant, 
EICHABDjGBAVELY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Newick,  February  2.5th,  1897. 
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